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Case study in state decision-making
Governor’s Emergency Education Relief (GEER) fund

’ $43 b|”|0n awarded dlreCtIy to Education Stabilization Fund
gove rnors fOF emergency Billions of $ per program
education relief (two waves) 43,55

75.2

« Smallest of the Education
Stabilization Fund programs but
gave significant discretion to 189.5
governors

. ®m GEER = EANS w®= HEER = ESSER
* How did governors allocate

funds?
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GEER allocations varied
significantly by state wisconsin

Higher Education:

Percent spent on IHE: 30.9%
Total spent on IHE: $20,836,198

K-12 Education:

Percent spent on LEA: 69%

Total spent on LEA: $46,442 584 ME
Other:

Percent spent on Other: 0.2%
Total spent on Other: $107,826

IL | IN ". zs%%

‘ S3.1% -36'4%,5“\w\)' 2 B | Higher Education:

; : v ' Percent spent on IHE: 53.6%

® Total spent on IHE: $51,591,319
K-12 Education:

Percent spent on LEA: 42%

Total spent on LEA: $40,874 547
Other:

Percent spent on Other: 4.0%
Total spent on Other: $3,812,514

CA
0%

New Mexico

Higher Education:

Percent spent on IHE: 20.2%
Total spent on IHE: 6,498,410
K-12 Education:

Percent spent on LEA: 51%

Total spent on LEA: $16,285,659
Other:

Percent spent an Other: 291% ’

Total spent on Other: $9,320,380 ”
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No clear political trends
Centralized board systems more likely to receive higher ed $

Table 1: States That Gave to Higher Education

Percent of States Share of GEER Given to
States with: that Gave to HE HE

epublican Governor 84.6 % 49.6 %
I'Eq)emocrat Governor 88.0 % 45.3 %
High investment in HE 86.4 % 53.0 %
Moderate investment in HE 96.0 % 48.9 %
Single, statewide coordinating board 92.9 % 52.3 %
Multiple coordinating boards /8.9 % 45.0 %
All States 86.3 % 47.5 %
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GEER allocation processes varied by state, but
strongly relied on existing formulae

« Georgia: Respective proportion of students States with higher share of the
who receive the Tuition Equalization Grant state’s Pell students most

likely to receive GEER awards

 Virginia: Existing state approach to award
more funds to public institutions with
students with higher unmet financial need;
awards to private institutions based on their
proportionate share of students.

UG Pell Proportion

State Pell Proportion

Stud Pop % Black -

formula as the state’s Roberta Willis
Scholarship program. Stud Pop % Asian -

Stud Pop % White
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« Connecticut: Same eligibility criteria and Stud Pop % Hispanic _i._
|
|
S R—
|
<
|
0

« Kansas: Proportional to institution’s share
of the State General Fund operating
appropriations
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Governors leveraged GEER block grants for
innovation and survival

80%

0%

How Institutions Spent GEER funds

FUTURES

FOR FRONTLINERS

Frontline workers are encouraged to visit www.michigan.gov/Frontliners to explore career

opportunities, a list of local community colleges and get started on their application - even if

they don't already have a high school diploma.

The program is a $24M investment funded by Governor's Education Emergency Relief (GEER)

Fund — part of the CARES Act, and supports the state's Sixty by 30 goal announced at the

Governor's first state of the state address to increase the number of working-age Michiganders
I I completing an a industry certificate, college degree or apprenticeship. & more educated

Maintaining Distance School Financial COVID Tests Mental Basic Needs Other
Staff Learning Reopening Aid Health

B GEER| = GEERII
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Lessons learned from GEER for the months ahead?

MMMMMMMMMM

What does the US Department of Education
do?

« State block grants to higher education are rare

(RIP LEAP).
« While K-12 debates involve state block grants, — i
higher education funding discussions are either e N rm— .aul,ﬁ‘ﬂgﬂ“’
\ ¢

around cuts (SEOG) or reductions (FWS)
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" NEWS

Governor declares emergency over

 Where can states invest in supporting students robiiers with federl collage

C ier s o
and institutions” financial aid program

+ Key higher education functions include research and . —

data; opportunities for states to collaborate and leverage AprL 30,2024~ 315 o

richer state data to inform the field

« State role needed to guide residents through changing
federal landscape; ex: communicating changes in aid to
students

BROOKINGS




Thank youl!

Katharine Meyer

Fellow, Brookings Institution
Kmeyer@brookings.edu
LinkedIn: =%
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